




















Celebrating Excellence: Craig Girdlestone 

Named Environmental Hero of the Year 2026



We are delighted to congratulate Craig Girdlestone on his outstanding achievement in being 
awarded Environmental Hero of the Year at the prestigious ACR News Awards 2026, held in London. 
Throughout 2025, Craig demonstrated exceptional leadership, unwavering commitment, and a truly 
global impact in reducing the environmental footprint of the air conditioning and refrigeration (ACR) 
sector. 

His work has successfully bridged the gap between international climate policy and practical, on-
the-ground implementation, delivering measurable environmental, social, and institutional benefits, 
particularly across Central and East Africa.

Spending up to nine months of the year in Central Africa, Craig worked extensively with the Africa 
Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Cooling and Cold Chain (ACES) in Kigali, Rwanda. As a 
consultant and lecturer, he delivered advanced training in sustainable refrigeration systems, energy 
efficiency, and natural refrigerants, while mentoring technicians, engineers, and early-career 
researchers to build lasting regional capability. A standout achievement was his design and 
development of the ACES Environmental Test Centre. 

This innovative facility, capable of simulating African climatic conditions, enables performance and 
energy-efficiency testing of cooling technologies using climate-friendly refrigerants. It now plays a 
critical role in supporting compliance, driving innovation, and informing evidence-based policy 
decisions across the region.

Craig also contributed as an independent technical expert supporting the Montreal Protocol and 
played a key role in assisting the Government of Rwanda in its successful bid to host the 2026 
Meeting of the Parties marking the 10-year anniversary of the Kigali Amendment, a milestone of 
global importance.

His commitment extended beyond institutional work. Through engagement with rural communities 
in Kenya, Craig supported the deployment of sustainable cooling solutions that improve food 
preservation, reduce waste, and strengthen livelihoods, demonstrating the powerful link between 
environmental sustainability and social resilience.

In addition, Craig remained deeply involved in professional development and industry leadership. 
Through his work with U3ARC, the Institute of Refrigeration (IOR), and as Vice Chair of the HRS, he 
championed environmental awareness and technical excellence, while contributing to key 
initiatives such as the World Refrigeration Day awards in Burkina Faso.

We also extend our congratulations to Craig and the team at Danston Ltd for being named finalists in 
the Community Initiative of the Year category for the ACES Environmental Test Chamber Project (The 
Africa Centre of Excellence Environmental Test Facility). This recognition highlights the collective 
effort and impact of the team in advancing  sustainable cooling solutions.

Craig’s achievements are a testament to the difference that expertise, dedication, and purpose-
driven work can make on a global scale. We are incredibly proud of his accomplishments and the 
positive impact he continues to deliver.
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